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EDITORIAL NOTES
Beginning in this issue is the first of

a series of articles on NUMISMATIC
BOTANY by Jean B. Cammann. This

author needs no introduction to readers

of the JOURNAL who have read her

delightful articles on NUMISMATIC
MYTHOLOGY. It is with considerable

pleasure that we again present the work

of th is author to our readers.

Harry J. Stein whose article on the

MANUFACTURE OF ANCIENT
COINS, in this issue, is a tireless re-

search worker in the field of numis-

matics. This, his latest contribution to

numismatic literature, will answer many
guestions that occur to students of

numismatics. Aside from producing

numerous papers and treatises on nu-

mismatic subjects, Mr. Stein practices

law in New York City.

It is doubtful if any phase in the field

of paper money is as interesting as

that which is introduced in this issue of

the JOURNAL. Notes issued by trans-

portation companies have historical as-

sociations that appeal to a wide range

of collectors. In an effort to record as

fully as possible a complete record of

such issues, we invite readers who
possess notes issued by transportation

companies to write them up for the

JOURNAL. We will have cuts made
from such notes to illustrate them.

HOW DID IT HAPPEN?
By HOWLAND WOOD

A man just beginning to collect coins

noticed the other day that a half-dollar

he had just received looked a trifle dif-

ferent than the ordinary run. The piece

was from the Denver Mint and dated
1912 and was naturally of the Liberty

head type issued between 1892-1915.

The peculiarity was that this piece had
been struck over another half dollar, the

crushed outlines, almost obliterated, of

the former showed through on both sides

of the piece, revealing absolutely the

design of the present type half-dollar

first struck in 1916. The remarkable
thing is that the original coin is dated
1934 while the die used for re-striking

is 1912. The piece is slightly worn and
weighs the same as other pieces worn
to the same degree and a microscopic

examination shows that the dies used
are the same as used for the regular

governmental coin. The edge reading

is also the same.

The guestion naturally arises,—How
could this happen?, to have the last

striking bear a date 22 years earlier

than the piece struck over. The piece

is more of a mystery as the Revised

Statutes of the United States, Act of

June 22, 1874, Sec. 355, states as fol-

lows: "The obverse working dies at each
Mint shall, at the end of each calendar

year, be defaced and destroyed by the

coiner in the presence of the Superin-

tendent and Assayer."
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Numismatic Botany
By

JEAN B. CAMMANN

SILPHIUM

EROM an old book of fairy tales,
" dearly loved in childhood and then

apparently forgotten, comes the recol-

lection of a little mystic girl, an exile

from her home in the Sunset Land of

the Hesperides. The child told wonder-
ful stories of her lost gardens, and her

mortal companions were envious and
longed to see them—as well as the child

who read the tale. A Greek coin

brought back this remembrance, a

heavy, rather crude and clumsy silver

drachm from the North African coast

(No. I, No. 2); the letters imprinted on

its incuse reverse are EY
,
and they

stand for Euhesperides, the blessed (eu)

land of the evening-star (hesper).

Sophocles had seen the vision when
he wrote these words, a fragment of a

play, now lost to us

—

"The last peaks of the world, beyond all

seas,

Well springs of night and gleams of

opened heaven,

The old garden of the Sun."

Herakles visited this sunset country,

and entered the garden of the Hesper-

ides to gather one of the golden apples

which were usually guarded by a fierce

dragon; a coin in Paris shows the hero

interviewing the nymph of the garden

and obtaining a specimen of the fruit

from her hands, and so avoiding any

needless arguments with a dragon. The

Argonauts also touched at the land of

the Hesperides in their quest for the

Golden Fleece, though their vessel, the

Argo, must have drifted far from its

original course through the Hellespont.

And many of the Greek heroes, return-

ing from the Trojan War, found pleasant

rest in this country of peace and plenty.

At a later period when legends are

beginning to merge with actual history,

a band of Dorian Greeks from the isle

of Thera came with their leader Battus

about 630 B.C. and settled on this

African coast. The brook Cyre, flow-

ing from a sacred fount of Apollo in

the land of Libya, watered the region

of Cyrenaica lying on fertile plateaux

which sloped down to the shores of the

Mediterranean. Here the Greek ad-

venturers established the cities of Cy-
rene, Barce and Euhesperides, all known
to us from coins struck at the three

separate mints. The apple would seem

Herakies Picking Golden Apple

to be the most natural coin type for

such a place, but it only appears on

that single coin with Herakles in the

garden and is supplanted by the silph-

ium, an herb whose flowers and fruit

are far more rare than any apple, either

golden or ruddy, for it no longer exists

though it was the chief source of wealth

among the exports of Cyrenaica. Crops

of cereals were raised, sheep and horses
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The Silphium Industry Depicted on an Ancient Grecian Vase.

grazed in the pastures, and camels and
slaves, dates and gold-dust were all

brought from the interior land of Libya

to be sold to traders, but the silphium

has the place of honor on the coins and
forms the chief type from earliest days.

Aristotle refers to a coin which repre-

sented King Battus receiving silphium,

but this precious piece has been lost

to numismatists; and our earliest work

of art relating to the silphium is a mag-
nificent black figured Greek vase in the

Bibliotheque Nationale at Paris. There

King Arcesilas, who reigned in 593 B.C.,

is depicted as seated on his tk rone, at-

tended by his pet lizard and cat, as

well as a mischievous monkey, and super-

vising his slaves who are loading a ves-

sel with a cargo of silphium, tied in

bales wrapped round with skins or heavy

nets.

Although the silphium plant has dis-

appeared from the face of the earth,

a good deal is still known of its char-

acteristics, and the coins give very

careful details of its appearance. The

Greeks, with their usual simple and

direct manner of thinking and expressing

themselves, rarely if ever saw fit to im-

prove upon r ature; when they crowned

a Corinthian column with its capital of

acanthus, the leaves curled and inter-

laced just as may be seen to-day when
a wild acanthus springs from the soil

by a fallen temple column. And equally

so on the minute scale of these Cyrenaic

coins, the arrangement of the silphium

leaves, the stout ribbed column of the

stem, and the curious heart-shape

seed-pods are all exact, beautifully and
plausibly correct from a botanic point

of view. Theophrastus (VI. 3— IX. I)
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and Pliny (Natural History XIX. 3. 15)

write of the silphium, and we learn that

its fruit was large and flat, and that the

juice of the stem, the roots, leaves and
fruit were valued for medicinal proper-

ties. The flowers were used for perfume,

probably a strange and overpowering

scent, for the silphium is generally be-

lieved to have been a variety of asa-

foetida. But it must be borne in mind
that in olden days and in warm Southern

climates there were no means of re-

frigeration or for preserving meats, and
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design like a snow crystal, as on the

golden triobol (No. 5), then the leaf is

added to the pattern, and finally the

entire plant becomes the completed

type (No. 6, No. 8). In Head's Historia

Numorum, a careful botanical descrip-

tion of the silphium is based upon the

representation found on the coins:

"Strongly ribbed stem crowned by term-

inal umbel, with two pair of opposite

leaves springing obliquely from the

stalk. The leaves have deep and wide

sheathing bases and show three leaflets

even throughout Mediaeval times strong

spices and scents were used on all man-

ner of food to disguise impalatable

tastes and odors. Finally, let us turn

to the coins themselves and see the

silphium through the eyes of its native

die cutters. On the most primitive coins,

of the sixth century B.C., the seed or

fruit of the silphium forms the type

(No. 3, No. 4). "Two heart-shaped

fruits, without stigma or pedicel, point-

ing one up, the other down." (B.M.C.)

Three or four of the fruit denote larger

denominations. A little later, the silph-

ium buds are grouped in a graceful

at the end. The terminal umbel is half

enveloped in young leaves, and two pair

of pedunculate axillary umbels, corres-

ponding to the two sets of leaves, spring

obliquely from the stalk." These heavy

stems were used as food for cattle, but

first the juice was extracted by deep

cuts into the stalk and roots, and to

this wasteful practice the silphium finally

succumbed, and after the fifth century

A.D. it vanished from the pasture lands

of Cyrenaica. It was probably a tall

and stout plant in its day of prosperity,

for some coins show the gazelles nib-

Ccntinued on pae 103
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The Manufacture of Ancient Coins
By HARRY J. STEIN

THE very first coins issued in Lydia
' and in Aegina in about B. C. 700 were
struck from dies. Ever since, the supe-

riority of this method of coining money
has been universally conceded and fol-

lowed in western civilization. Funda-

mentally, the process has remained the

same throughout the ages. Only the

machinery has been improved.

die struck it produced a relief on the

coin which was in natural perspective.

The uncanny skill of the ancient en-

gravers in the execution of coins and
engraved gems, which have never been
surpassed in beauty and elegance in any
other age, deserves our profound ad-

miration. Their work is all the more
remarkable when it is considered that

Mint of Ancient Times.

The first step in the manufacture of

a struck coin is the preparation of a

die. The ancients presumably made
their dies from steel or hardened bronze.

The first instrument used in cutting the

die was the wheel, which was a small

metal disc with a cutting edge operated

by a drill. With this instrument the

engraver sketched out the main design,

which when completed was finished off

by free hand with a graving tool. The

engraver could not model his die as he

saw the subject, but had to reverse it

and work in intaglio, so that when the

today the artist makes a plaster model
in natural appearance on a large scale

from which the die is mechanically re-

produced by the use of a reducing ma-
chine. The ancient engraver's first re-

production, however, was in miniature

and had to be worked in reverse as the

coins were struck from his original hand
cut die. Despite this handicap, the art

of the ancient Greek engravers is con-

sidered by many critics to far surpass

that of which the best artists of our

own day are capable. It is peculiar that

with so much care bestowed upon the
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aesthetic qualities of the engraving, so

many specimens of ancient coins were

ruined by careless striking, for it is com-
mon to find Greek coins of the finest

style struck so far off center that the

beauty of the engraver's work is ren-

dered unavailing.

Of course, a die repeatedly used to

strike coins has a limited life. The ques-

tion arises as to whether subsequent

dies to strike coins of the same issue

were made by taking impressions from

a master die by the process known as

Demaretrion of Greece. About B.C. 480.

"hubbing". Hubbing consists of pres-

sing upon the master die a softer metal

than that of which the master die is

made, so that an impression in relief will

result as an exact counterpart of the

master die. In the same manner, an-

other impression is made from the relief

form, thus producing a die exactly the

same as the master die. The last im-

pression, after having been hardened by

tempering, is ready for use, and will

strike coins of precisely the same detail

as those from the original die. It is

likely that the Romans may have used

this process, but as to its use by the

Greeks there is considerable doubt. At
any rate, it is unlikely that more than

about a thousand pieces were struck

from the same die before it was dis-

carded, for in the larger issues infinite

numbers of varieties are known, and in

the rarer coins two specimens from the

same die are seldom seen. The estimate

of 1000, however, is purely a guess, it

may have been more, or it may have

been less. It should be remembered
that only a very minute percentage of

all the coins struck by the ancients have

come down to us.

Next to be considered in the manu-

facture of the coin is the preparation of

the blank. Aside from those coins struck

on blanks definitely known to have been

cast, we have no real information of the

process employed in this operation, al-

though it is likely that the blanks were

made in moulds of some kind, or they

may have been merely drops of hot

metal which were left to cool on a flat

surface. Many bronze coins struck on

cast blanks have bevelled edges. This

shape permitted them to easily drop

out of the mould after they had cooled.

A small hole in the surface of the

obverse and reverse of the bronze coins

of the Ptolemaic kings of Egypt and

the Seleucid kings of Syria is curious.

It is suggested that these holes are the

impressions of a pin inserted in the

die for the purpose of preventing the

blank from slipping. This contention is

disproved because it is found that coins

struck from the same die have holes in

different places. It has also been sug-

gested that these coins were turned on

a lathe, and that the holes accom-
modated a pin in the pivots on which

the coins rotated. This is a likely ex-

planation for many specimens bear

scratches in the form of concentric

circles indicating that they may have

been so treated. However, the idea

has not been proved, and just what
these punctures were, therefore, is a

matter of speculation.

Plated silver coins were also used by

the ancients. The ancient mints were
very proficient in the use of the plating

process, and succeeded in attaining a

very high degree of adhesive power.
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After the die and the blank were pre-

pared, the actual striking of the coin was
the next step. No tools used in an

ancient Greek mint have come down to

us. In the Lyon Museum in France there

is a coin press used in the minting of

the Roman coins of Faustina II (A. D.

161 ). it consists of two blocks, the top
one designed to fit over the head of

the bottom one. One die was placed
on top of the lower block, and the other

inserted into the bottom of the upper
block. The blank was then placed over
the die on the lower block, and the die,

which had already been inserted in the

upper block, was fitted over it. The
pressure was applied by repeated strik-

ing with a sledge hammer.

the center, the actual striking process

may be seen, while at the right the

finished coins are being weighed and

examined.

On the earliest coins the reverse die

consisted of only zig-zag lines or a mill-

sail pattern designed to keep the blank

in place after the first blow was struck

on the press by the sledge hammer.

Later, as more experience was gained

in the minting process, an inscription or

pictorial device was used.

A few words on counterfeits is appro-

priate to our subject. Counterfeiters

seldom made their wares for the purpose

of selling them to experts, although it

must be admitted that the works of

some give experts plenty of trouble.

Mint of the Mediaeval Age.

In the accompanying illustration the

artist gives a conception of the appear-

ance of an ancient mint in operation.

It shows the use of another type of coin

press and the manner in which the coins

were struck. On the extreme left is

the furnace in which the metal was

melted. Then, by use of a ladle, it

was poured into the forms in which the

blanks were made. On the table, in

They are generally made to fool unin-

formed and unwary tourists seeking

souvenirs of an ancient civilization.

Counterfeits were therefore made to

look attractive in order to increase their

salability; hence the edges are usually

smoother, the general appearance some-
what flashy, and the lettering often in

a style of typography unlike that actually

used by the ancients.
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The conformity of a coin with the con-

temporary level of the arts and crafts

of the period in which it purports to

have been struck is one of the best

tests of genuineness. This goes as well

for paintings, sculptures and every other

work of art and handicraft. We know

from the examination of thousands of

ancient coins which are concededly

authentic, exactly what the contempo-
rary level of art was. It is peculiar that

each period had its own characteristics

which are difficult of exact imitation by

artisans working in other eras. The

weight of the coin must also correspond

with ancient standards.

Those unacguainted with the subject

often remark upon the irregularity of the

disc of an ancient coin. Yet it is in this

irregularity that are to be found some
helpful clues to determine genuineness.

In an authentic ancient coin it is often

found that there are fissures extending

inwards from the edge. How the dis-

tortion and fissures were caused by the

spreading of the flan when subjected to

the pressure of the sledge hammer may
be easily visualized. The device known

as a collar which is placed around the

coin to prevent its being pressed out

of shape had not yet been invented.

The writer has never seen a counterfeit

with the kind of fissures which are

characteristic and so often present in

genuine coins.

Then again, we know that all ancient

coins were struck.* If a particular speci-

men under examination is a cast there

is no doubt that the piece is counterfeit.

Casting may always be detected by a

careful examination of the surface of

the coin, for it is punctuated by minute

holes emanating from the core of the

metal, and by roughness. In the cast

piece, the metal of which it is made is

poured in liquid form into a mould.

The liquid metal contains various gases

which are forced out when the metal

cools and contracts. In doing so, minute

holes through which the gases have

escaped remain visible on the surface,

and can be easily seen with a magnify-

ing glass. The roughness may have been

caused by sand in the mould, and this

unsightly defect the counterfeiter at-

tempts to remedy by the use of a file.

Genuine coins were never filed in the

ancient mints, and the appearance of

any marks which seem to have been

produced by a file should immediately

arouse the suspicion of the collector.

Some coins were struck on cast blanks,

but the pressure of the die always re-

moved the tell-tale marks of casting

from the surface. Evidence of casting,

however, remained visible on the edges

where the die did not strike.

Another kind of counterfeit is the

electrotype. In these, the obverse and

reverse are separately made and fused

together. The seam can usually be de-

tected on the edge by careful examina-

tion.

Familiarity with authentic coins of the

same issue is necessary before one is

able to say with any degree of assur-

ance whether or not a particular speci-

men is genuine. Expertness comes only

with experience, and competent ability

to detect counterfeits is one of the

esteemed qualities of a good numis-

matist.

* Exceptions are the bronze coins of

Republican Rome, and the bronze coins

of the Greek city of Olbia.
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Notes Issued by

Transportation Companies

Of the important part played by the

American pioneers in transportation in

the development of this country little

tangible evidence is left to us today.

The first ruts left by the covered wagons
have long since been erased and in

their place stretch our great national

highways, joining the east with the west.

After the covered wagon, the stage

coach companies did their part to open
up the unknown territories of the west,

and to transport people and freight into

the great new country. As this trans-

portation grew, villages developed.

The early canals with their boats and
tow-paths aided materially in building

up the villages near the waterways, while

within the villages, the horse-drawn "rail-

road" companies helped the inhabitants

to travel more quickly within their

village. With the advent of the steam

boat, bringing new and faster transpor-

tation of freight and passengers by

water, these villages grew into towns,

demanding still greater and faster trans-

portation.

This problem was solved when the

railroad, so long a dream, became a

reality, and the "iron horse" with the

stories of how it struck fear into the

heart of the original Americans, took

its place beside the covered wagons,

the stage coaches and the steam boats

in the history of the growth of America.

The era of rapid transportation by land

and water had dawned.

Today, with our streamlined overland

express trains, our smooth concrete high-

ways, our coast to coast air ways, and

fast steamships, it is not easy for us to

reconstruct mentally the country as it

was in the days of the pioneer.

From the great contribution of the

early transport companies to the de-

velopments of America, there is left a

pictorial record which will last as long

as the subject of numismatics appeals

to collectors. For many of these com-
panies issued money of their own.

There was no law against such prac-

tice, and the issue was always backed
by something tangible. Aside from a

"promise to pay," these notes were
usually good in exchange for transporta-

tion of passengers or freight. Among
the earliest of these notes are those

issued by the stage coach companies
and the horse drawn "railroad" com-
panies. As this means of transportation

is almost if not entirely obsolete in the

United States, these notes are of spe-

cial interest.

The boat lines must be considered

next as they existed before the rail-

roads, and in many instances, are still

in operation.

The note of the New York & New
Haven R.R. Co. illustrated here shows

the "iron horse" in all its glory, and is

one of a group of notes which forms

an intensely interesting study.

A British colonial coin of Bengal,

India, is inscribed in five languages,

English, Latin, Persian, Nangree and
Bengalese.

The English monetary system provides

for the issuing of ten denominations of

silver coins.

A United States $20 gold piece can

be drawn into a wire 50 miles long.

97



‘

1
rn

J^-
**^

r ~

rtrr-

O K ^Wt«r» jpit float! (Office,

JU t'^/t ' '

“y/ .
'^)<'/. /, / v e>J,

••x* /•?../>*• a

§06fon,

l.

jt *n&
•X PAY THE BEARER HEREOF • • v » ,-

fTWE1TTY-PIVE OEOSTTS, 1
IniSpccie At tjie current market value, or in current funds when presented with

,
r Checks of this Corporation in sums ofeVeu dollars.

r*'."
- .

•• ’X Western Rail Road Corporation, by

a-
•-j and en-.rgo the

>1 •tty OT^r, <mil

'M . 7rt&v #cl

r_
1,

//
'

ib i^-xz<iyifcr

1 V r . vn

Steam-Boat Company.

Cashier of tin* XhU ARE BANKing and
Insurant Company, pay tin Bearer

FOUR 4jkKTS,
and charge the

and Jersey $

tty order,
' Jersey

f£' JVt’w-York,''

|j[ Aug. I, 1815

n
t

//w/f/fv/ /Aryj/n ///<’/,

Vo fto O
• r * :» i' a - c fc *

^.k> A at * — — —•

98



,t Company.

T*“ -r * \ : ,
.

\*AVtK BA\'K'mg and

wi^fiav the 15: ^rOr

h PENT,; •y
V <

> T*
,> ;i<-c<Vi r,i» fif ’' TJj_e Vov\ -

.

< kH
s

l' tT» y (>.'dio]Mpv.'‘f ts

•• / /, i* » /.ri^1 V/o//
1

corin' (if 'Jit- Yovft t D\if

k« \
j|

"Receivable in payment ofnll Duos 1 0*Tfi T” ( (*-

No. A ^ /% | C'C IlDfii.' .January

I

s
* ISbt.

mu ciu# TWENTYFIVE CT? /o Bearer
urrent BeatA- vr (bn/re
• /Jo//

s
isJpresented

//{[A / {
«

S m Current Ban/' er (bn/edera/e S/a/es rurtes when thesum (f
/hr /Jo//

S
ispresen tee/ ^ -ffrHQJLLJZ8PRINOS, MISS'

1

_.Set

)J//

§• ."A r ^

t 4fr/f/
r//C7t prCUT/hC/tffi

(U ct/r O/’/JCC e/tfier/r/

Cashier of the NEWARK BANKingand
Insurance Company, pay the Bearer

TWELVEJ CENTS,
and charge the same to account ot “ T he York

and Jersey Steam-Boat Ferry Company.”

By order
,
and for account of ork an(f

Jersey Steuni/f/oat Fy/yyffempany,'

JCetv-York,

Auer. 1, 1815.. . , , . — . ,
Sec ry.

99



The Coin Collector's Journal

United States Commemorative Coins

McKinley Memorial Dollars

Gold Dollar, 1916. Obverse: UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA. McKINLEY
DOLLAR. Forming continuous bor-

der. Head of McKinley facing left.

Reverse: McKINLEY BIRTHPLACE.
NILES-OHIO, at top in two lines;

facade of the McKinley Memorial

Building; in exergue, 1916 ME-
MORIAL. Reeded edge. Size 9.

Models; obverse by Charles T. Bar-

ber; Reverse by George T. Morgan.

Number of pieces authorized 100,000.

Coined 20,000. Melted 10,023.

Issued 9,977.

Gold Dollar, 1917. Similar. Coined

10,000. Issued 10,000.

This commemorative gold dollar was

the second to be issued from the United

States mint showing the head of Presi-

dent McKinley. The first was struck in

1903 in connection with the Louisiana

Purchase Exposition. This issue was fully

described in the May issue of the

JOURNAL, 1936.

When the bill to have souvenir coins

struck was introduced in Congress by

the National McKinley Birthplace Me-
morial Association of Niles, Ohio, it

asked that silver dollars be struck for

the occasion. The bill was later changed

to read "gold dollars." The object of

the issue was to raise funds to assist in

erecting and maintaining a building at

Niles, Ohio, in memory of President

McKinley.

The cost of preparing the dies was

paid for by the Memorial Association,

and the coins turned over to the Asso-

ciation at face value. The demand for

the coins was far below expectations.

Though they sold for but twice their

face value, less than one-tenth of the

authorized issue was distributed the

first year, and about the same amount
the second.

The association was successful, how-

ever, in raising sufficient money to erect

the memorial building which today at-

tracts many visitors from all parts of the

United States.

McKinley, the twenty-fifth President

of the United States was born in Niles,

Trumbull County, Ohio, on the 29th of

January, 1843. He was of Highland

Scotch descent, but his ancestors lived

long in Ireland before settling in York

County, Pennsylvania. His father was
William McKinley, operator of charcoal

furnaces at Niles, Ohio. His mother was

Nancy Allison, of Scotch lineage, whose
family had settled in Westmoreland
County, Pennsylvania.

McKinley was the seventh of nine

children. He quit Allegheny College to

make a living, and taught school; en-

listed as a private and served in the

Civil War during which he was made a

Major. He then studied law and later

practiced at Canton, Ohio. His political

career began in 1869 when he was

elected prosecuting attorney of Stark

County. In 1896 he was elected Presi-

dent of the United States, and was re-

elected in 1900.

His second term was cut short by the

bullets of an assassin on September 6th,

1901, while attending the Pan American
Exposition at Buffalo, New York. An
anarchist, Leon Czolgosz, approached
the President and shot him twice with

a pistol hidden in a handkerchief.

McKinley died on September 14, in

Buffalo and was buried at Canton, Ohio.
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Legends on American Colonial Coins

Sixty years ago there was published in the COIN COLLECTOR’S JOURNAL
a list ot the translations of the mottoes and legends used on early Colonial coins.
Though long out of print it is a useful list and it is with pleasure that we republish it
at this time. A number of legends and translations have been added.

AMERICA INIMICA TRYANNIS —
America, hostile to tyrants. (Con-
federatio Cents.)

AUCTORI CONNEC.—By authority of
Connecticut.

AUCTORI PLEBIS—By authority of the
people. (General.)

BENEDICTE SIT NOMEN DOMINI—
Blessed be the name of the Lord.
(French Colonial.)

CRESCITE ET MVLTIPLICAMINI—In-
crease and multiply. (Lord Baltimore’s
coinage for Maryland.)

DENARIUM TERRAE MARIAE—Mary-
land Penny.

ECCE GREX—Behold the Flock. (New
Jersey.)

EXCELSIOR—Higher, more Lofty. (New
York.)

E PLURIBUS UNUM—One composed of
many (or one out of many). (Ken-
tucky, New Jersey and New York.)

FLOREAT REX—May the King pros-
per. (New Jersey.)

GEORGIVS TRIUMPHO — I, George,
triumph. (General.)

GEORGIVS, DEI GRATIA, MAGNAE
BRITANNIAE, FRANCIAE ET
HIBERNIAE REX—George, by the
Grace of God, King of Great Britain,
of France and of Ireland. (Rosa
Americana Series.)

IMMUNE COLUMBIA, IMMUNIS
COLUMBIA—Free America. (New
Jersey and General.)

INDE. ET LIB.—Independence and Lib-
erty. (Vermont and Connecticut.)

IN UNITATE FORTITUDO—In Union
there is strength. (General.)

LIBERTAS JUSTITIA—Liberty through
justice. (Nova Constellatio Series.)

LIBER NATUS LIBERTATEM DE-
FENDO—Being born free, I defend
Liberty. (General.)

NON DEPENDENS STATUS — Inde-
pendent of Position. (General.)

NOVA CONSTELLATIO — The New
Constellation. (The American Colonies
United.)

NOVA CAESAREA—New Jersey.

NON VI VIRTUTE VIC I—I Conquered
by Virtue, Not by Force. (New York.)

NEO EBORACENSIS: NEO EBORA-
CUS: NOVA EBORAC—New York.

QUARTA DECIMA STELLA—The Four-
teenth Star. (Vermont, the 14th State.)

QUIESCAT PLEBS—May the People Be
Quiet. (New Jersey.)

ROSA AMERICANA — The American
Rose.

SALVA MAGNA PARENS FRUGUM—
Hail, Thou Mighty Mother of Produc-
tion. (Castorland-, Carthage. New
York.)

UTILE DULCI—The Useful with the
Pleasant. (Rosa Americana Series.)

VERMONTS RES PUBLICA—The Re-
public of Vermont.

VERMON AUCTORI—By authority of
Vermont.

VERMONTENSIUM RES PUBLICA—
The Republic of Vermont. (Green
Mountains.)

VOCE POPULI—By the Voice of the
People. (General.)

VIRT. ET LIB.—Virtue and Liberty.
(New York.)

LOUIS XIV ROI DE FRANCE ET DE
NAVARE—Louis XIV. King of France
and Navarre.

COLONIES FRANCOISES—French Col-
onies.
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Early Store Cards of the United States

Dy WAYTE RAYMOND

MARYLAND
Baltimore

I Accommodation Line. Omnibus
token. Silver. Rare.

5 John L. Chapman. Soda check.

German silver.

6 F. H. F. Co. Ferry token. Brass,

2

Baltimore token. Ship sailing.

Brass.

3

H. H. Cole.

Scarce.

Clothing. Brass.

Benjamin Jury, 1848. Vaux Hall.

German silver.

8 Keach, Baltimore St. Soda check.

German silver.

4 James Cole,

Very rare.

Fells Point. Copper. 9 J. Mitchell, Peoples Line. Omnibus
token. Brass or German silver.
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10 Pyfer & Co. 1849. Brass or Ger-

man silver. Scarce.

I I Randall & Co. Soda check. Ger-

man silver.

12 Robert Soulsby. Voux Hall. Ger-

man silver.

13 Wm. E. Woodall & Co. Ship

builders. Brass. Very rare.14

B. F. Z. & Co. Citizens Line.

Omnibus token. German silver.

NUMISMATIC BOTANY

Continued from page 92

bling at the crowning umbel of young

plants, and on others the animals reach

up to eat the fruit from branches above

their heads. Another animal strays from

the desert on to the coins, perhaps from

the fountain of Apollo, for that god
protected the little field mouse, and

this tiny jerboa is quite as animated

and much more attractive than his pres-

ent-day cousin Mickey (No. 10).

On coins of the latter part of the

fifth century B.C. a fine head of Zeus

Ammon is used as a reverse type (No. 7,

No. 9). The great curling ram's horns

of the Egyptian god Ammon are placed

upon the head of the Olympic Zeus, and

it was at his shrine in an oasis of the

Libyan desert that Alexander the Great
announced his own divine origin and

claimed descent from this combined
deity. Henceforth, Alexander's head on

his coins bears the heavy ram's horns.

The story is told differently among

Egyptians of modern days: Alexander's

horns were a source of shame to the

monarch and he concealed them among
his clustering curls. But the secret was
of course discovered by the barber, and
being unable to keep it to himself he

whispered it to the rushes by the river-

side. And to this day, as the heavy
wooden wheels of the sakkeihs are

tugged round by oxen, raising water
from the river, they squeak dolefully and
say "Iskander loggeah meeen" (Alex-

ander has two horns).—The horned head
on some of the coins from Cyrene, long

before the days of Alexander, is too
youthful to represent the Father of

Gods, and it is then supposed to be
Aristaeus, a pastoral god like Dionysos

or Pan, who protected flocks and har-

vests; a demi-god perhaps, for he owed
his birth to Apollo and to Cyrene, a

Thessalian princess.

ILLUSTRATIONS

I, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 10. Coll. E. T. Newell.

8,9. Coll. J. B.C.
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The Silver Wedding Commemora-
tive Three Mark of W u ri-

tem berg, Germany

In 1911 handsome silver three mark

pieces were struck at the royal mint of

Stuttgart, Wurttemberg, in commemo-
ration of the 25th anniversary of the

king and queen. The design was by

Professor Ludwig Habich of the Royal

Art School of Stuttgart, the reduction

and technical execution by Wilhelm

Mayer and Franz Wilhelm of the same
place. The result was a handsome coin,

slightly larger than a United States 50-

cent piece, showing on one side the por-

traits of Wilhelm II and Charlotte.

The reverse shows the heraldic eagle

that is always found on coins of king-

doms of the German empire. The first

issue of this commemorative coin con-

sisted of 30,000 pieces; the second

amounted to 200,000 pieces.

New National Coin Albums

An album that will prove popular with

both young and old collectors is the new
Lincoln head cent album that is now
being offered by the Scott Stamp &
Coin Company. It will hold all the

dates and mint-marks of Lincoln cents

and sells for $1. plus shipping charges.

Contained in the album is a well illus-

trated price list of United States minor

coins. There is no extra charge to pur-

chases of the album, for this catalogue.

The many collectors of United States

gold dollars will welcome the National

Coin Album designed for that series.

This last album is described on the back

cover of th is issue of the JOURNAL.

Domestic Coinage Executed, by Mints, During the

Month of June, I 936

Denomination Philadelphia San Francisco Denver

SILVER

Half Dollars—regular $ 725.00 $570,000.00 $

Half Dollars—Calif.-Pacific Exp. 90,046.00

Quarter Dollars 983,338.00

Dimes - - ...... 697,129.70 56,000.00 225,000.00

MINOR
Five-Cent Nickels 405,095.10 25,750.00 130,000.00

One-Cent Bronze 150,920.02 4,000.00
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COMMEMORATIVE COINS
Prices Revised to August, 1936

The great demand for United States Commemorative Coins has made it impossible for us to

maintain the prices quoted in the Standard Catalogue or Price List. It has, therefore, been deemed
advisable to publish a monthly list in the Coin Collector's Journal of our current prices; also our

offers for such coins as are needed for our stock. We have adopted the terms of "Bid" and "Asked"

as a convenient mode of expression. Prices are subject to change without notice. Postage extra

in all cases. We will pay the "Bid" price for any reasonable number of coins sent us. Collectors

having large amounts of any Commemorative Coin should write stating quantity before sending.

All quotations are for uncirculated coins.

Bid Ask

1. 1892 Half Dollar. Columbus 1.50

2. 1893 Half Dollar. Columbus 1.00

3. 1893 Quarter Dol. Isabella 2.00 3.00

4. 1900 Dollar. Lafayette 3.00 5.00

5. 1915 Half Dol. Pan. Pacific 13.50 20.00

6. 1918 Half Dollar. Lincoln 1.50

7. 1920 Half Dollar. Maine 3.00 5.00

8. 1920 Half Dollar. Pilgrim 1.75

9. 1921 Half Dollar. Pilgrim 4.00 6.00

10. 1921 Half Dollar. Missouri 15.00

11. 1921 Half Dollar. Missouri.2*4 10.00

12. 1921 Half Dollar. Alabama 4.00 6.50

13. 1921 Half Dollar. Alabama. 2x2 10.00

14. 1 922 Half Dollar. Grant 2.00 3.00

15. 1922 Half Dollar. Grant* 35.00

16. 1923 Half Dollar. Monroe 2.00

17. 1924 Half Dollar. Huguenot 1.75 3.00

18. 1925 Half Dollar. Lexington 1.25 2.00

19. 1925 Half Dollar. Stone Mt 1.00

20. 1925 Half Dollar. California 1.50 2.50

21. 1925 Half Dollar. Vancouver... 6.50 10.00

22. 1926 Half Dollar. Sesqui 1.75

23. 1926 Half Dollar. Oregon 2.00

24. 1926 Half Dollar. Oregon S 2.00

25. 1927 Half Dollar. Vermont 2.00 3.00

26. 1928 Half Dollar. Hawaii 9.00 13.50

27. 1928 Half Dollar. Oregon 2.50 4.00

28. 1933 Half Dollar. Oregon 6.00 8.50

29. 1934 Half Dollar. Oregon 2.50 4.00

30. 1934 Half Dollar. Maryland 2.00

31. 1934 Half Dollar. Texas 1.50

32. 1934 Half Dollar. Boone 2.25 3.50

33. 1935 Half Dollar. Boone 3.00

Bid Ask

33a. 1935 Half Dollar. Boone D 2.75 4.50

33b. 1935 Half Dollar. Boone S ... 2.75 4.50

34. 1935 Half Dollar. Connecticut 3.50 5.00

35. 1935 Half Dollar. Arkansas 2.50

35a. 1935 Half Dollar. Arkansas D... 2.50 4.00

35b. 1935 Half Dollar. Arkansas S... 2.50 4.00

36. 1935 Half Dollar. Hudson 6.00 8.50

37. 1935 Half Dollar. San Diego 2.00

38. 1935 Half Dollar. Spanish Trail 4.00 6.50

39. 1935 Half Dollar. Boone.

With small 1934 date 1.60 2.50

40. 1935 Half Dollar. Texas

40a. 1935 Half Dollar. Texas D
40b. 1935 Half Dollar. Texas S

Sold only in sets of three 4.50 7.50

41. 1936 Half Dollar. Arkansas

41a. 1936 Half Dollar. Arkansas D...

41b. 1936 Half Dollar. Arkansas S...

Sold only in sets of three 4.00 7.50

42. 1936 Half Dollar. Rhodelsland
42a. 1936 Half Dollar. Rhode Is. D
42b. 1936 Half Dollar. Rhode Is. S

Sold only in sets of three 6.50 10.00

43. 1936 Half Dollar. Boone „ 1.50

43a. 1936 Half Dollar. Boone D
43b. 1936 Half Dollar. Boone S

Sold by the pair only 7.00 10.00

44. 1936 Half Dollar. Texas

44a. 1936 Half Dollar. Texas D
44b. 1936 Half Dollar. Texas S

Sold only in sets of three 6.00

45. 1936 Half Dollar. Oregon S 4.00 6.00

SILVER COMMEMORATIVE MEDALS
1925 Norse Centennial 1.50 1935 Pony Express Jubilee. Nickel-
1935 Pony Express. Coin silver 2.50 Silver .25

GOLD COMMEMORATIVE COINS
Bid Ask Bid Ask

1903 Dollar. Jefferson 4.75 7.00 1915 50 Dol. Pan. Pac. Round ...200.00 300.00

1903 Dollar. McKinley 4.75 7.00 1915 50 Dol. Pan. Pac. Octag....165.00 250.00

1904 Dollar. Lewis-Clark 10.00 15.00
1916 Dollar. McKinley - 3.25 5.00

1905 Dollar. Lewis-Clark 8.00 12.50
1917

1922

Dollar. McKinley
Dollar. Grant

... 6.50

... 8.00

10.00

12.00
IVlb 2'/2 Dol. Pan. Pacific 12.00 17.50 1922 Dollar. Grant. Star ... 5.50 8.00
1915 Dollar. Pan. Pacific 4.00 6.00 1926 2'/2 Dollar. Sesqui . ... 5.00 7.50

SCOTT STAMP & COIN COMPANY
COIN DEPARTMENT

I WEST 47th STREET
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IE NATIONAL ALBUM
FOR COMMEMORATIVE

HALF DOLLARS
(Newly designed pages d !

/2 x ° inches,

each holding 10 coins, the openings suit-

ably inscribed. The album consists of five

pages and new size binder, capacity 50

coins. The best way to keep your series

of commemorative half dollars.

PRICE COMPLETE $4.00

Forwarding Charges Extra

Shipping Weight 2 Pounds

Additional pages issued when complete

or blank pages 60 cents each

Separate binder for future pages.

$ 1 .25 each

Complete list of albums and coin holders sent upon request

SCOTT STAMP & COIN COMPANY
COIN DEPARTMENT

I WEST 47th STREET NEW YORK, N. Y.

106



miiiiimninmimiiiiiniiimiinmiuitiiiiimiiimiiimmimimiiniiinuimiimumimiHunimii

August, 1936

NEW EDITION

A COIN ALBUM FOR
THE YOUNG COLLECTOR

LINCOLN HEAD CENTS

Start a Coin Collection with

the Pennies in your Pocket.

Th is remarkable little album has a

place for every Lincoln cent struck in

the three United States mints—Phila-

delphia, Denver and San Francisco.

A valuable coin catalogue is also con-

tained in the binder.

Album Complete — Price One Dollar

Forwarding Charges Extra—Shipping Weight 2 lbs.
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Special Dollar Collection

of

British Colonial Coins

For $ 1 .00 we will send postpaid, a

collection of I 5 British Colonial coins

in bright mint condition. Each coin

represents one of the different col-

onies, and is attributed in a separate

envelope. This offer is good only

until the publication of our regular

price-lisf this coming fall.

This special lot of coins is sold on our

guarantee basis of your money back

if not satisfied.

The Collection of I 5 Coins

Mint Condition

Postpaid $ 1 .00

WAYTE RAYMOND, INC.

Room 2302

580 Fifth Avenue, New York
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PUBLIC AUCTION SALES
OF

RARE COINS

Catalogued by

WAYTE RAYMOND
and

J. G. MACALLISTER

and

Sold in the most up-to-date sales room in

the country devoted to coins and stamps.

The finest auction catalogues expertly prepared and fully

illustrated.

List of prices realized sent free to all on our mailing list.

Collections or consignments of value solicited for sale.

Sales conducted by

J. C. MORGENTHAU & CO., INC.

I WEST 47TH STREET NEW YORK

Catalogues on Request.
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YOUR COLLECTION
OF

GOLD DOLLARS

May now be placed in the new

National Coin Album (small size).

There are three cards to hold the

entire series, each opening stamped

with date. Includes all the mint

marks. The pages fit in the small size

binder.

Sold only by the set.

Price $1.80. Binder $1.25.

Forwarding Extra.

Shipping Weight I Pound.

COIN DEPARTMENT

SCOTT STAMP & COIN CO.
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